Dear M. Skerrett:

Thank you for your comments during the public neeting of
the M ssissippi River Comm ssion held in New Ol eans, Loui si ana,
on April 11, 2003. In your presentation you highlighted the
need to initiate construction of the Buffal o Cove Wter
Managenent Unit and requested review of the navigability of the
American Pass Weir.

To date, the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers has significantly
advanced a plan that consists of constructing 10 elenments within
the Buffal o Cove Water Managenent Unit area. These elenents are
designed to introduce fresh water into the Buffal o Cove area,
whi | e reduci ng sedi nent deposition. The goal is to enhance the
fish and wildlife resources of the area. Ecosystem response
will be nonitored. Elenent nodification or inprovenents wll
be made to maxi m ze environnmental benefits. The New Ol eans
District has recently submtted a draft decision docunent and
position paper to the M ssissippi Valley D vision and
Headquarters, U S. Arny Corps of Engineers proposing nethods to
advance and expedite the project process. Construction of
Phase | is scheduled for late fall 2003 conti ngent upon
execution of the Project Cooperation Agreenent.

The Anmerican Pass Weir is part of the Channel Training
Wirks for the Atchafalaya R ver Miin Channel. Channel training
wor ks were constructed to the height of the average annual high
water to confine the flow. By confining the flowto the main
channel , the channel works decrease the sedi nent deposition
in the over-bank area and accel erate devel opnent of the main
channel . Several channels were | eft open, or structures were
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constructed at the channel entrance to provide public access
or allow freshwater into the over bank and interior areas.
The Anmerican Pass Weir was designed to return flows to the
At chaf al aya Basi n Mai n Channel and provi de navigation access
across the channel training works for small watercraft and
barges. There was no other channel work associated with the
weir. The navigation features of the weir consist of a sil
at —-8.5 feet NGVD (approximately —-7.72 feet Mean Low Qulf),
a 25-foot width, and a 250-foot |ength.



We are aware that at certain tines this site is difficult

to navigate. 1In 1989 when the structure was constructed,
boaters that were unfamliar with the structure reported
groundings at the weir. In response to these navigation

probl ens, the New Oleans District installed prom nent signs
war ni ng of subnerged hazards. At that tinme, the Coast Guard
al so installed navigation aids at the weir.

Recently, we obtained hydraulic survey data and navi gation
aid locations. This information was forwarded to the Morgan
City Coast Guard Aids to Navigation Unit and they determ ned
that the navigation aids are adequate. The survey data
indicated that on April 1, 2003, water depth over the marked
channel just north of the weir varied from5.9 to 15.9 feet, and
across the sill of the weir the water depth exceeded 10 feet.

The New Orleans District is currently review ng the project
aut horization to determne if operation and mai ntenance
authority extends beyond the described limts of the weir, and
they will advise you of the findings.

The Conmi ssi on appreci ates receiving your comments and
| ooks forward to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssi on



